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KEET-TV Is My Source for Opportunities. 

Hello, my name is Anna Thieleman. I am an employee of the Youth Service Bureau’s RAVEN Project, a street outreach program for homeless and at-risk youth in the community. Through my work with the RAVEN Project I had the opportunity to work with KEET TV employees Claire Reynolds the Director of Community Relations and Outreach, and Seth Frankel who is no longer with the company, on a grant funded project focused around methamphetamine use prevention and awareness. The project was funded through Sound Partners for Community Health and spanned from October 2004 through July 2006. 

There were many facets to the project and the part that I became most involved with was the RAVEN Youth Theater Troop which we named SPITT, Speed Prevention Improv Theatre Troupe. The group consisted of 12 youth and young adults who were passionate about spreading a message of warning and hope regarding meth addiction and recovery. I was 22 years old at the time and one of the older participants. With the guidance of Del’ Arte MFA students, the troupe was successful in creating a powerful theatrical piece and Claire and Seth at KEET arranged for us to perform at 19 different locations including schools, tribal programs, and other community forums. The performance was accompanied by a KEET documentary specific to meth use here on the Northcoast. The performances were a hit and impacted individuals to such a degree that we had to turn down performance requests due to schedule limitations. 

Keep in mind; I did not go to school for theater and I had never been involved in theater prior to this project. As many of the other youth involved, my interest in this project was not to act, but truly to educate other youth and the community about meth. KEET gave me the opportunity to do not only that, but also to explore my own talents and find that I really do enjoy being a performer and finding creative ways to inform. Additionally, the relationships that I formed through this project are invaluable: from my youth colleagues to the Del’ Arte students and Company, and local media representatives. This project pushed me beyond my levels of comfort and compelled me to find confidence in myself. I am sincerely thankful to Claire, Seth and KEET TV for that opportunity and I look forward to working with them again in the future.






