KEET is my source for Positive Messages.


Young children coming from other countries feel so lost, but programs like Sesame Street and Mr. Rogers helped inspire me to learn English while empowering me with courage to become a good person in my new world, and connecting me with characters and people who really seemed to love me and want to be my friends.

I never thought I would think a trashcan was funny. In China, because my mother was educated and our family was Christian, I was taken to the garbage dump and forced to live there. Eventually I escaped and after a long ordeal was able to join my sister in America. Oscar the Grouch made me feel that I could be a good person even though I had been forced to live in the dirty smelly garbage dump. He gave me the courage to overcome my past.

When I came to America and tried to wear shoes they were so painful because I had been barefoot all my life. When I saw Mr. Rogers slip his shoes on and off so gently, I wanted to wear shoes too. Mr. Rogers showed me how to wear the shoes and even how to tie them! He is such a peaceful man. He has affected my whole life. Today when I talk to high school students I tell them to go home and watch Mr. Rogers so they will be good people too.

There is so much on television that does not teach children good things, but as a mother I knew Sesame Street and Mr. Rogers were good for my children. The shows are healthy and have so many positive influences. Mr. Rogers taught me how to be a good mother because he was so gentle, patient and loving. It was like he was talking just to me. I even used to hope that mailman would bring ME a letter someday.

PBS changes so many lives and helps people feel successful. Please tell everybody I said Thank You!

