KEET is my source for Career Training.
No programming stands out from my childhood more than the shows aired on PBS. Kids programming then, and even more so today, is often fast paced and void of educational content. Watching Mr. Rogers as a child helped me to slow down and think. The Land of Make-believe inspired me to be creative, while Mr. Rogers taught me to except people?s differences. I also loved Sesame Street and Reading Rainbow. I can still sing many of the songs the Muppets sang, to help me count, learn letters, and more. LeVar Burton on Reading Rainbow made going to the library an adventure. I also liked to watch him go to different places and interview different people. Perhaps he had some influence in my decision to pursue journalism as a career.

I had taken only a few journalism classes at Humboldt State when I started looking for a job in the field. When I went to KEET, producers Sam Green and Seth Frankel welcomed me despite my inexperience. My education at Humboldt State University taught theory and legal aspects of the industry, but gave me little hands on experience. To get almost any job in broadcast journalism one must have at least basic editing skills. In my year and a half at KEET, I became quite proficient in using final cut pro and learned the ins and outs of live and field production. I was able to take techniques learned in the classroom and put them to the test with the one-on-one guidance of two professionals. 

I now use some of the skills I learned at KEET on a daily basis as a newscast producer at the Eureka Television Group. I do video editing using both linear editing system and non-liner software similar to that used at KEET. Some tasks I perform every day in my career were first learned during my internship at KEET (e.g. using a lavaliere mike, using a studio camera, editing b-roll).

Some of my favorite days interning at KEET were spent out in the community doing a field shoot. I would love getting out of what I referred to as the cave (the production room and office) to go outside and meet people. I went to places in Humboldt County I had never been and sometimes never even heard of. During one such adventure, Sam and I were on our way back to the studio after spending an afternoon in the redwoods on Avenue of the Giants. We were caught in the worst thunderstorm I?ve seen in the seven years I?ve lived here. It was quite an adventure, and I believe we were both afraid that the station?s little gray Astro van was going to blow off the road.
Sam and Seth granted me the responsibility of creating several ?Zoom Into Action? segments. It gave me an experience similar to that of putting together a news package. During this process I was able to go out and meet kids who volunteered their time in the community. Many of these kids volunteered at places I had never heard of, like Arcata Library Bikes and the horse rescue. By telling their stories, I was able to educate myself and the community, about the services in which the kids were involved. 

My internship at KEET was an invaluable experience that really propelled my career. It?s refreshing to volunteer every once in a while and be part of non-commercial television with educational content. I still keep in touch with Sam and Seth and call them on occasion for advice in my career. I believe that wherever my career takes me, I will always, at the very least, continue to volunteer at a PBS station.

